
MACNIDER ART MUSEUM NEWSLETTER 

Winter/Spring 2025 

January 
1 Museum closed for New Year’s Day 
16 Kids’ Club “Snow Fun” (Ages 5-12) 6-7 pm 
31 41st Annual School Art Exhibition: Crafted with Class exhibition opens  
31 Rockin’ Art of the 50’s & 60’s FREE Tour 1:30 pm 
 

February 
15 Kids’ Club “Collage Art” (Ages 5-12) 9-11 am 
17 Museum closed for President’s Day 
 

March 
1 Deadline for 45th Annual Cerro Gordo Photo Show artist applications 
8 41st Annual School Art Exhibition Reception, 11 am 
11-12 Spring Break Mini Camp, Ages 5+, 8 am—Noon 
20 Kids’ Club “Air Dry Clay Bugs” (Ages 5-12) 6-7 pm 
29 41st Annual School Art Exhibition: Crafted with Class exhibition closes  
 

April  
1  Deadline for Art Market artist applications 
3  Spring Puppet Show Day! “Nachos & Yoyo’s Escapades.” Shows at  10 am, 1 pm, & 6 pm 
11 45th Annual Cerro Gordo Photo Show exhibition opens 
17 45th Annual Cerro Gordo Photo Show Awards Reception, 6 pm 
19 Kids’ Club “Hop Along” (Ages 5-12) 9-11 am 
23 Different Perspectives exhibition closes 
25 MacNider: Off the Clock from 5-7 pm  
 

May 
9 Picturing the Past: Safford Lock and the Art of Documentary Photography exhibition opens 
15 Kids’ Club “Outer Space” (Ages 5-12) 6-7 pm 
26 Museum closed for Memorial Day 
 

Education credits issued due to cancelled classes, or withdrawing from registration must be used within 12 
months of class-date.  Any education credit not used within 12 months is considered a donation to the general 
fund of the museum. 

Follow us on Facebook! Get updates on events, classes, exhibitions & more! 



NEWS & EDUCATION  

FREE **  FREE  **  FREE  **  FREE  **  FREE  **  FREE 

KIDS’ CLUB is a cool way to explore 
the visual arts and treasures of the 
MacNider Art Museum. Designed for 
children ages 5-12.   It’s hands-on, 
fun and absolutely FREE! 

 
THURS., JANUARY 16, 6—7 PM             
 Snow Fun 
SAT., FEBRUARY 15, 9 –11 AM            
 Collage Art 
THURS., MARCH 20, 6-7 PM 
 Air Dry Clay Bugs 
SAT., APRIL 19, 9-11 AM            
 Hop Along 
THURS., MAY 15, 6-7 PM 
 Outer Space 

Call 641-421-3666 or go to  
www.macniderart.org to register! 
Sponsored by the First Citizens Power Savers  

MacNider: Off the Clock is a free event and open to the 
public. Complimentary wine and appetizers are available 
throughout the event, in addition to live music! 

The MacNider Art Museum is offering a free, “Rockin’ Art of 
the 50’s and 60’s” guided tour on Fri., January 31, 2025 at 
1:30 pm in conjunction with the Winter Dance Party. The 
Museum’s largest collection is of post – World War II art and 
features some of the most famous individuals from the mid-
century art scene.  

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

The MacNider Arts Festival &  

Art Market will be June 14, 2025! 
 

Check www.macniderart.org for more details. 

Check out   

www.macniderart.org 
for winter/spring classes! 

Don’t forget—you can register for classes online! 

The Eulenspiegel Puppet Theatre Company will present 
three showings of “Nacho & Yoyo’s Escapades” on Thurs., 
April 3, 2025, in the Salsbury Room at the MacNider Art 
Museum at 10 am, 1 pm, and 6 pm. All shows will be free 
and open to the public.  
Groups of 10 or more should register in advance for the 10 
am & 1 pm shows by calling 641-421-3666 or 
emailing jmbohl@masoncity.net.  

This free show is made possible by a grant from the  
Bertha Stebens Charitable Foundation.  

ARTIST OPPORTUNITIES 
45th Annual Cerro Gordo Photo Show 

April 11 – June 21, 2025 
Now accepting artist applications, due by March 1, 2025. 
See info on next page*—> 

 
MacNider Outdoor Art Market 

Now accepting artist applications, due by April 1, 2025. 
 

The Outdoor Art Market is held on the lawns of the Museum 
and the adjacent Mason City Public Library at 303 2nd Street 
SE in Mason City, Iowa during MacNider Arts Festival on Sat., 
June 14, 2025 from 9 am- 4 pm. 

mailto:jmbohl@masoncity.net


EXHIBITIONS  

Different Perspectives 
Kinney-Lindstrom Gallery • December 13, 2024 – April 23, 2025 

 

Different Perspectives seeks to 
highlight artists in the Charles H. 
MacNider Art Museum’s 
Permanent Collection whose 
viewpoints have been ignored or 
overlooked in the past in American 
Art Museums and Art Galleries and 
in the Art Community of the 
United States as a whole.  Artists 
included in this exhibition are 
Indigenous, African American, 
Asian American, Latinx, immigrants 
to the United States or artists who 
self-identify as members of the 
LGBTQIA+ Community.  Different 
Perspectives strives to focus on 
artists who have not always 

received equal time in the artistic spotlight. 

 
41st Annual School Art Exhibition: 
Crafted with Class  
Center Space Gallery • January 31 – March 29, 2025 

 

Every year the Charles H. 
MacNider Art Museum 
celebrates Youth Art Month 
(March) with an exhibition 
honoring art students and 
their teachers.  The 2025 
School Art Exhibition will 
feature the inventive artwork 
of high school students 
(grades 9-12) from public, 
private and home schools 
served by Central Rivers Area 

Education Agency, Clear Lake Regional Office.   
 

Student artists whose work has been selected for inclusion in 
the exhibition will be honored at a recognition reception and 
awards ceremony on Saturday, March 8 at 11:00 am.  The 
reception will be hosted by Alpha Delta Kappa, an honorary 
sorority for women in education.  The event is free and open 
to all. 
 

The purpose of Youth Art Month is to emphasize the value of 
art education for all students and to encourage support for 
quality school art programs.  Demonstrated outcomes of art 
education are the development of critical thinking skills, self-
esteem, appreciation of the work of others, self-expression 
and cooperative working skills.  Please join the Museum in 
celebrating these up-and-coming artists. 

Coming Soon: 

45th Annual Cerro Gordo Photo Show* 
Center Space Gallery • April 11 – June 21, 2025 

 

This competitive 
exhibition, sponsored by 
the Safford and Lena Lock 
Photo Endowment Fund, is 
intended to serve several 
purposes: to promote 
interest in photography as 
art, to stimulate greater 
levels of quality and 
creativity in photography, 
to share examples of area 

work with the public, and to provide a forum for area artists. 
 

Residents of Cerro Gordo County, high school age and up, 
and those attending the spring or summer semesters at 
North Iowa Area Community College are invited to enter up 
to three photographs.  This year’s deadline for entry is 
Friday, March 1.  Please visit the Museum’s website, 
macniderart.org, for more information and the on-line entry 
form.   
 

New this Year: Artist entering the Cerro Gordo Photo Show 
for the first time have the option to select the First Time 
Entrant category.  Photographs in this category will only be 
judged against other first-time entrants and have the 
opportunity to win a $50 prize.   
 

An opening reception and awards ceremony will be held on 
Thursday, April 17, starting at 6 pm. The cash award winners 
will be announced at 6:30 p.m.  $125 will be awarded to the 
entry selected as Best in Show.  For the second award, $75 
will be given, and the third award will be $50.  New this Year, 
the Best First Time Entrant Award will be $50.  This event is 
free and open to the public. 

 
Coming Soon: 

Picturing the Past: Safford Lock and the 
Art of Documentary Photography 
Kinney-Lindstrom Gallery • May 9 – July 9, 2025 
 

Picturing the Past draws attention to the work of Mason City 
photographer Safford Lock.  The exhibition will highlight 
Lock’s dedication to documenting Mason City, and the 
Midwest as a whole, through photography.  Safford Lock was 
the owner and operator of Lock Photo in Mason City for 
more than thirty years.  In that time, his photographs 
recorded many aspects of life while bringing verve and 
energy to these sometimes stagnate images.   
 

Picturing the Past: Safford Lock and the Art of Documentary Photography 
Exhibition continued—> 

Previous High School Best in Show Award 
Winner: Brandie Van Maanen, Pumpkin in 
the Dark, acrylic paint on canvas board, 
Belmond-Klemme High School, 11th Grade 
in 2022 

Jacob Lawrence, Revolt on the 
Amistad, color screenprint on Bain-
bridge 2-ply paper, 1989.   
[2021.2] Museum Purchase using 
funds from the Kelly Paulson Memo-
rial. 

2024 Cerro Gordo Photo Show Best in Show 
Award Winner: Mary Varnum of Plymouth, 
Titonka!, DSLR 



DEVELOPMENT & THANK YOU’S 
The MacNider Art Museum appreciates the generosity of its sponsors, donors, and 

volunteers.  Since our last newsletter contributions have been made by: 

HOURS:     Wed, Fri & Sat    9 am - 5 pm 
     Tues & Thurs     9 am - 8 pm 
     Closed Sunday and Monday 
The Museum is closed legal holidays.  
Admission: Free 
Telephone: (641) 421-3666 
Email:  jmbohl@masoncity.net 
Website: www.macniderart.org 
Address:  303 2nd Street SE 
  Mason City, IA 50401 

Staff 
Edith Blanchard, Director 
Jacqueline M. Bohl, Receptionist/Secretary 
Mara Linskey-Deegan, Associate Curator/Registrar 
Belinda Schulz, Office Manager 
James Stepleton, Custodian of Buildings & Grounds 
Lindsay Thompson, Development Assistant 
Laura Anderson, Programming Associate 
 

Board of Trustees 
Scott Borcherding, President 
Peggy Cornick, Treasurer 
Dee Dienst, Vice President 
Julie Kim, Secretary 
Angie Konrad 
Dennis Renner 
Kara Ruge 
Les Seltun 
Kimber Kleven 
 

MACNIDER INFORMATION 

MacNider Art Museum: Donations 

Benevity 

Bertha Stebens Charitable Foundation  

   puppet shows 

First Citizens Bank Power Saver Club 

Joyce Hanes Artoberfest 

Iowa Economic Development Festival  

Patrick Keily 

Kimber & Michael Kleven Artoberfest 

Debra Klein Artoberfest 

Steve Kruse 

Lea Mobile Glass Glass 

Mary Markwalter Artoberfest 

Susan E Urbatsch Remainder Unitrust 

Visit Mason City marketing grant 

 

Annick Ibsen Exhibition 

David & Phyllis Murphy Charitable 
Foundation 

Holiday Open House 2024 

Tim & Carol Dettmer 

First Citizens Bank Power Saver Club 

Mrs & Mrs. Charles MacNider 

 

Artoberfest 2024 Sponsors 

Hogan-Hansen PC 

ITC Midwest 

Metalcraft 

Raymond James Associates 

 

 

MacNider Art Museum  

Foundation 

Myran Bernemann 
Karen Dole 
Mary Sue Kislingbury & John     
   Pokladnik 
Edwina Kopal 

In Honor of James Locher Attorney 

Services for 45 Years  

Mr & Mrs. Michael Dunn 
Timothy & Joan  Platz 
William & Marti Rodamaker 
Gary Wattnem 

In Memory of Yvonne Herlitzka 

Mark & Judy Mulkey 

 

In Memory of David Miller 

Penney Morse 

 

In Memory of Dr. & Mrs. J. R. Utne 

Barbara Nicholas, John Utne & Linda  
   Utne 

 

Mission Statement 
By entering into a partnership with our regional community, the MacNider Art Museum seeks to engage diverse audiences in 
the visual arts and through them sustain a thriving environment in which American art and exceptional collections are 
collected, enjoyed, and understood. Our commitment to professional museum standards is a central part of our public trust 
and responsibility to current and future generations. 

Picturing the Past: Safford Lock and the Art of 
Documentary Photography Exhibition 
continued... 
 

The exhibition will also feature 
selections from the Museum’s 
photographic collection.  These 
images serve to enforce the view that 
documentary photography can be 
both informative and full of life.  
 
2025 marks the 45th anniversary of 
the Cerro Gordo Photo Show, an 
annual competitive exhibition that 
Safford Lock and his wife Lena 
sponsored from its inception.  The 
Locks wanted to encourage the 
people of Mason City and Cerro 
Gordo County to actively document 
the life and world around them.  
What a wonderful way to celebrate 
the art of photography.  


